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however, did not offer to attack the little band, and it
appeared as if they would not meet with any dangerous
beasts; when, in a thick part of the wood, the reporter
thought he saw, some paces from him, among the lower
branches of a tree, an animal which he took for a bear, and
which he very tranquilly began to draw. Happily for
Gideon Spilett, the animal in question did not belong to
the redoubtable family of the plantigrades. It was only a
koala, better known under the name of the sloth, being
about the size of a large dog, and having stiff hair of a
dirty colour, the paws armed with strong claws, which
enabled it to climb trees and feed on the leaves. Having
identified the animal, which they did not disturb, Gideon
Spilett erased " bear " from the title of his sketch, putting
koala in its place, and the journey was resumed.
At five o'clock in the evening, Cyrus Harding gave the
signal to halt. They were now outside the forest, at the
beginning of the powerful spurs which supported Mount
Franklin towards the west. At a distance of some hundred
feet flowed the Red Creek, and consequently plenty of
fresh water was within their reach.
The camp was soon organized. In less than an hour, on
the edge of the forest, among the trees, a hut of branches
interlaced with creepers, and pasted over with clay, offered
a tolerable shelter. Their geological researches were put
ofiVtill the next day. Supper was prepared, a good fire